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FOREWORD 


Nineteen eighty six is the 125th anniversary year of the firing on Fort 
Sumter and the beginning of the U.S. Civil War. It has now been 20 years 
since the end of the Civil War centennial. The centennial generated a 
considerable variety of events. The National Archives had a major 
exhibition on the war for the centennial years, 1961-65, and there was 
extended publication activity. But, perhaps because of the frenetic nature 
of the celebration itself, public interest waned soon after 1965 and one 
does not find much attention paid to the war by the general public today. 
A recent television docu-drama about the war did not receive universal 
critical acclaim. 


During the Civil War centennial, the National Archives completed and 
published the first volume of its comprehensive two-volume guide to 
records in the National Archives relating to the Civil War. The second 
volume was published in 1968. These guides pinpoint source material in 
the National Archives on almost any topic for the Civil War period. 


Since 1965, many volumes pertaining to the Civil War have been pre- 
pared by editorial projects under the auspices of the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission, which is associated with the 
National Archives by law and by the fact that the Archivist of the United 
States is Chairman of the Commission. To name but three editorial 
projects, they are The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant, edited by John Y. 
Simon, which has now completed documenting Grant’s activities through 
1865; The Papers of Jefferson Davis, edited by Linda Crist, which has five 
volumes published and considerable material gathered and ready to pub- 
lish for the war years; and The Papers of Andrew Johnson, edited by Leroy 
Graf, which now has six volumes in print, taking Johnson through 1864. 


In addition, the first two volumes of Freedom, A Documentary History 
of Emancipation, 1861-1867, are revealing considerable new material on 
the condition of slaves during and after the war. The Commission-funded 
Mary Chesnut’s Civil War, edited by C. Vann Woodward, and publications 
such as The Cormany Diaries: A Northern Family in the Civil War, edited 
by James C. Mohr, provide considerable insight into the impact of the war 
on the civilian population, both North and South. There is an abundance 
of truly exciting source material in archival repositories across the 
nation, including photographic collections (6,000 Brady prints at the 
National Archives alone), maps, surviving newspapers, and early film 
treatments, such as “Birth of a Nation,” all of which can support renewed 
research. 
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Perhaps every generation must review history in terms of its own 
experience, not so much rewriting history as reinterpreting it through 
emphasis on topics not previously thought important. At the time of the 
Civil War centennial, the civil rights movement had not yet fully blos- 
somed and the women’s movement was barely beginning. We can look 
forward to new treatments of the Civil War with those two experiences in 
our consciousness. And the “Roots” phenomenon, which was felt by all 
archives and many libraries across the country, has shown how tradi- 
tional disciplines, such as genealogical research, can take on new life 
and meaning when an innovative approach is pioneered. 


This reissue of the two-volume guide to the Civil War, therefore, 
appears at a propitious time, and we hope it will make available some 
information and sources for those who wish to restudy, or study for the 
first time, the Civil War. As with all coverage of topics that can be 
researched in the National Archives, this is but a hint of the vast 
resources available to the researcher. We hope that these resources will 
add to your knowledge and understanding of America’s past. 


FRANK G. BURKE 


Acting Archivist 
of the United States 
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PREFACE 


This Guide is a companion volume to The Union: Guide to Federal 
Archives Relating to the Civil War, published by the National Archives 
in 1962 and reissued in 1986. Its organization is similar to that of the other 
volume. The general records of the Confederacy are described first; there 
follow descriptions of the records of the Confederate Congress, Judiciary, 
and executive branches. Each chapter begins with a statement of the 
functions and responsibilities of the branch or executive department 
concerned. Records of a more general character are then described, 
followed by records of a more particular description, such as those of 
component bureaus. These descriptions are followed by bibliographical 
references, notations of finding aids, documentary publications, and 
other pertinent information. 


The reader will appreciate that many of the Confederate archives have 
been lost or destroyed. Every effort, however, has been made to present 
the most complete and comprehensive guide possible. In instances where 
no records respecting particular Confederate agencies and establish- 
ments have been found, those agencies or establishments have neverthe- 
less been listed. Insofar as possible, the Guide describes all the records of 
the Confederacy in the National Archives, the Library of Congress, and in 
other custody. Records described under a record group number, such as 
Record Group 109, are in the National Archives unless stated to be ina 
Federal Records Center. 


Confederate records maintained in the following repositories have 
been examined and are described in this volume. These respositories 
include the Alabama Department of Archives and History, the Columbia 
University Library, the Confederate Museum, the Duke University Li- 
brary, the Emory University Library, the Federal Records Center at East 
Point, Ga., the Georgia Department of Archives and History, the Georgia 
Historical Society, the Louisiana Adjutant General’s Office, the Louisiana 
State Museum, the Department of Archives of the Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, the New York Historical Society, the New York Public Library, 
the North Carolina Department of Archives and History, the South 
Carolina Archives Department, the Archives Division of the Texas State 
Library, the Howard-Tilton Memorial Library of Tulane University, the 
Tulane University Medical School Library, the U.S. District Court at 
Austin, Tex., the P.K. Yonge Library of the University of Florida, the Uni- 
versity of Georgia Library, the Southern Historical Collection of the 
University of North Carolina Library, the South Caroliniana Library of 
the University of South Carolina, the Texas Archives of the University of 


Vv 


Texas Library, the Valentine Museum at Richmond, the University of 
Virginia Library, the Virginia Historical Society, the Archives 
Division of the Virginia State Library, and the William and Mary 
College Library. 


Information obtained from repository guides and registers, the National 
Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections, and from bibliographies re- 
garding the holdings of other repositories has also been incorporated in 
this Guide. Addresses of all repositories referred to may be obtained from 
the following directories: 


American Association for State and Local History, Directory of 
Historical Societies and Agencies in the United States and Canada, 
1985-86 (Nashville, 1986). 

American Association of Museums, Museums Directory of the 
United States and Canada (Washington, 1986). 

National Historical Publications and Records Commission, Direc- 
tory of Archives and Manuscript Repositories (Washington, 1978). 

R.R. Bowker and Company, American Library Directory (New 
York, 1985). 


I wish to express appreciation for additional information concerning 
Confederate archives and the history of Confederate agencies to the fol- 
lowing: Frank L. Byrne, Ralph W. Donnelly, H.B. Fant, Louis H. Manarin, 
Haskell Monroe, Horace Montgomery, Warren F. Spencer, William N. 
Still, Willard E. Wight, and Bell I. Wiley. 

I am grateful indeed for the editorial assistance of Margaret Beyer 
Buerschinger without whose dedication and perseverance this work 
could not have been completed. 


The suggestions of members of the staff of the National Archives have 
been invaluable. The outstanding typing ability of Rita Goldring Carr 
was a Significant contribution to the publication of this Guide and is 
especially acknowledged. 


H.P.B. 
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